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W  B L

�e Bible is a book of books written by over 40 authors over the 
course of more than 1500 years on various continents and in various 
contexts. However, it tells one story, �e Story of the Snake Crusher.

At the dawn of time, things were as they should be, a world of 
beauty and grandeur inhabited by a man and a woman who were to 
serve as icons of the Creator who loved them deeply.

�en, in a moment of rebellion, a chasm was ripped in the cosmos. 
�e created ones had determined to follow their own design rath-
er than the Designer. �e union that had incited poetic joy was now 
marred with blame-filled shame and the Serpent snickered with pride 
in his victory. �is rebellion would have dire consequences and require 
a monumental solution.

Into this chasm, the just one steps toward the unjust ones with a 
message of judgment for their rebellion, but also a word of hope. �ere 
would be a Seed to come who will bruise the head of the Serpent with 
a bruised heel.

A Snake Crusher would be born to make all things right again. 
�e Bible is the unfolding of that story. We see the Snake Crusher in 
people like Abraham, David, and Esther. We see the Snake Crusher’s 
heel in the sacrifices of Leviticus and the construction of the Tem-
ple. �en, finally, the Snake Crusher comes with the most delicate of 
heels—the heel of a baby. �is baby lives a perfect life of obedience, 
crushing the Snake’s every temptation. He dies and rises again, and 

Introduction
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one day he will return to finish what was fulfilled. From Genesis 3:15 
to Revelation 22, there is a story of stories—true stories—as God’s 
plan of restoration brings light to the darkness of history.

If you have ever wondered what the Bible is all about, �e Story 
of the Snake Crusher will answer that question. Join us as we see the 
unfolding of this Grand Narrative.
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The Snake Crusher

W  M J
I  L A

GENESIS 1-3:15, GALATIANS 4:4-6, LUKE 24, 1 CORINTHIANS 10

The Snake Crusher

Week One
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Day 1

GENESIS 1:1-2
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. �e 
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
face of the waters.

GENESIS 1:31
And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was 
very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the 
sixth day.

JOHN 1:1-3
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made through him, and without him was not 
any thing made that was made.

P
We lack the ability to comprehend an existence before time and 

space, yet you, Father, were there with the Son and the Spirit. Before 
time began, you had a plan to create a world and create a people for 
yourself. Out of nothing, through the Son, you created all things, and 
the culmination of your work was very good. �rough the Son, you will 
gather your people, the church, from all tribes, tongues, and nations, a 
bride set apart for the bridegroom. Open our eyes to see how your plan 
unfolds in Jesus throughout your Word. Amen.

Day 2

READ GENESIS 3:1-15
Focus verses: Genesis 3:8, 15

And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the 
garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid 
themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the 
trees of the garden. …  “I will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall 
bruise your head, and you shall bruise his heel.”

P
We are foolish, God. We trade the unending delight and satis-

faction found in you for fleeting desires and whims. We rebel against 
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you by choice and by nature. �e result is a perceived need and desire 
to hide from you, the very one who gives life and wipes away shame. 
Forgive us. �ank you for pursuing us in our rebellion, promising to 
send a Savior who will crush our enemy. You were not surprised by our 
fall, and your plan to gather and redeem a people continued to unfold 
across the span of time. We yearn for the day Satan’s defeat is fully 
realized upon Christ’s triumphant return. Amen.

Day 3

ISAIAH 53:4-7
Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But 
he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep 
have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was op-
pressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like 
a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before 
its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

P
Jesus, your pursuit of us led you to absorb the full wrath of God 

on our behalf. Suffering a brutal death at the hands of man, you were 
slaughtered as a lamb, bearing the iniquity of us all. �ese wounds that 
caused your death brought us healing. Debt paid. Sin atoned. You were 
crushed that you might be exalted. Let us not forget the cost of our sin. 
Let us not forget the price paid for our transgressions. And oh, that 
we would love others the way you loved us, laying down your life in 
humility! Amen.

Day 4

GALATIANS 4:4-6
But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his 
Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son 
into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
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P
�ank you, God, for being true to your word to send your Son 

whom you promised thousands of years beforehand and of whom the 
prophets spoke. �ank you Jesus for leaving the glory of heaven to de-
scend and put on flesh to live in a fallen, broken world among a fallen, 
broken people. Your blood-soaked sacrifice on the cross allowed for 
our adoption as sons and daughters as you fulfilled the law we could 
not fulfill. We who were once enemies, now sons and daughters, no 
longer fear you as judge but cry out to you as Father. Amen.

Day 5

READ LUKE 24:18-27
Focus verses: Luke 24:25-27

And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary 
that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his 
glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.

P
Believing is hard, even when we have seen and have knowledge. 

Like these women, our hearts are slow to believe the truth about Jesus. 
Furthermore, we struggle to see you, Jesus, throughout the whole of 
Scripture. Yet you clearly tell us that all of it points to you. Keep us 
from being blinded by doubt and unbelief. Help us see, no matter 
what portion of the Bible we are reading, how all the Scriptures reveal 
the beautiful gospel narrative of Jesus coming to save sinners. Help us 
believe those glorious truths. Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Read Genesis 1:1-2 and John 1:1-3. What similarities do you 

see in these passages? Who is the Word? What do we under-
stand by looking at the passages together that we might not 
understand if we read them alone? 

2. Read Genesis 3:4-5. Satan implies there is a hidden purpose 
behind God’s command. What is he suggesting to Eve about 
God’s character? 

3. Read Genesis 3:7-9 and 3:21. Notice how Adam and Eve re-
spond to God after they have sinned versus how he responds to 
them. �ey are afraid and hide in shame, but he calls, pursues 
and covers them. How did Adam and Eve experience the gos-
pel in this moment? How do we experience the gospel like this 
on a daily basis, as Christians who struggle to obey?
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4. In Luke 24:25-27, Jesus says the Law and Prophets had always 
pointed to him as the promised Deliverer. What do the follow-
ing passages promise about the coming of the Snake Crusher? 
What were the disciples on the road to Emmaus expecting be-
fore Jesus explained the Scriptures to them?

a. Genesis 3:15

b. Genesis 12:1-3

c. Isaiah 53:1-7 
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5. Galatians 4:4-6 describes the gospel, the story of salvation. 
What does the passage say God does in this process and what 
does it say we as believers do? Why is this good news?
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"Then the eyes of both were opened
       ...and they knew"

Genesis 3:7

#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK1





13

Notes



14



15

W  K L
I  G L

GENESIS 6-9, ISAIAH 54, HEBREWS 11

Noah: The Snake Crusher Promises

Week Two
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Day 1

READ GENESIS 6, HEBREWS 11:7
Focus verses: Genesis 6:5-8

�e Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually. And the Lord regretted that he had made 
man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the Lord 
said, “I will blot out man whom I have created from the face 
of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of 
the heavens, for I am sorry that I have made them.” But Noah 
found favor in the eyes of the Lord.

HEBREWS 11:7
By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet 
unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world and became an 
heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.

P
Creator God, as I read of the corruption in Genesis, I rue the 

fact these verses describe our present day so well and grieve over the 
brokenness of this world. Forgive me for often treating your goodness 
with blatant disregard. Truly your sorrow and wrath are perfectly just. 
But then I read that one man of faith found favor in your eyes. Oh 
blessed hope! Grant me faith as Noah had. Grant me grace to turn 
from the sinful ways of this world and walk with you. �ank you that 
through the righteousness of Jesus Christ, I too find favor in your eyes. 

Day 2

READ GENESIS 7, 2 PETER 3:6-7
Focus verses: Genesis 7:12-13, 16, 23

And rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. On 
the very same day Noah and his sons, Shem and Ham and 
Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons with 
them entered the ark...And those that entered, male and 
female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him. And 
the Lord shut him in...He blotted out every living thing that 
was on the face of the ground, man and animals and creeping 
things and birds of the heavens. �ey were blotted out from 
the earth. Only Noah was left, and those who were with him 
in the ark. 
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2 PETER 3:6-7
And that by means of these the world that then existed was 
deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the 
heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being 
kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

PRAYER

Oh God, my heart quakes as my mind struggles to perceive these 
verses. Your wrath is so great. Yet, I know you are a holy God who 
hates sin and must punish unrepentant sinners. But you saved Noah. 
�ough he was a sinner, he walked with you, and you shut him in the 
ark. I too know that I’m a sinner fully deserving of wrath, but you 
made a way for me to escape the coming day of judgment. You’ve shut 
me in Jesus, and my heart sings through tears—how can it be? �ank 
you, Jesus, for your amazing grace.

Day 3

READ GENESIS 8
Focus verses: Genesis 8:1, 13, 20

But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the 
livestock that were with him in the ark. And God made a 
wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided...In the six 
hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah 
removed the covering of the ark and looked, and behold, the 
face of the ground was dry...�en Noah built an altar to the 
Lord and took some of every clean animal and some of every 
clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

P
Dry ground. You remembered! How sweet it is to read of a prom-

ise fulfilled. Truly, you are a covenant-keeping God. Noah waited, 
abiding in the ark, trusting your promise, and you remembered and 
delivered. In just wrath, you destroyed the earth, but in merciful love, 
you restored it. Father, when the tides of this broken world overwhelm 
me, give me grace to wait, to abide in you, to trust your promise of 
deliverance. I know I will again see dry ground, for you promise to 
remember me. �ank you for the renewed hope and glorious vision 
this chapter brings.
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Day 4

READ GENESIS 9, 2 PETER 3:13
Focus verses: Genesis 9:1, 20-21

And God blessed Noah and his sons and said to them, “Be 
fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.”...Noah began to be 
a man of the soil, and he planted a vineyard. He drank of the 
wine and became drunk and lay uncovered in his tent.

2 PETER 3:13
But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

P
God, you preserved, blessed, gave, and promised. Yet, Noah still 

sinned. Father, you’ve blessed me with every spiritual blessing in Christ 
Jesus, yet still I sin. How long, oh Lord, will my flesh war against me? 
How long will sin prevail on this earth? Today, I’m reminded once 
again that I need Jesus. Only through him will this story have a hap-
py ending. God, I cringe to think of your coming wrath, but because 
you’ve loved me, bought me, and sealed my future in Christ, I know 
I can look forward to the day of restoration with yearning and hope. 
�ank you Jesus!

Day 5

READ ISAIAH 54:7-10, ISAIAH 43:2, 2 CORINTHIANS 1:19-20
Focus verses: Isaiah 54:9-10 

“�is is like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the waters 
of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I have sworn 
that I will not be angry with you, and will not rebuke you. For 
the mountains may depart and the hills be removed, but my 
steadfast love shall not depart from you, and my covenant of 
peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who has compas-
sion on you.

P
God, you know and see me. Me, with a heart so inclined toward 

sin, yet full of favor in your sight. Some days I feel I’m drowning in a 
flood of my own brokenness. Father, give me faith to see the ark you’ve 
already built for me. Grant me humility to run into the ark that’s ready 
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to receive me. Give me courage to hide in the ark that’s ready to pro-
tect me. My ark. My Jesus. I will cling to you, Jesus, for you promise 
the waters will abate. Your everlasting compassion and steadfast love 
are mine. Yes, and Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Hebrews 11:7 tells us Noah built the ark by faith, which is “the 

assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.” Looking at Genesis 6:13, 17-18, how was Noah’s faith 
a gift from God?

2. Read Genesis 6:11-12 and 7:23 where God punishes the sin 
and evil he sees in his creation. Now read 2 Corinthians 5:21. 
According to this passage, what does God see instead of sin 
when he looks at Christians? How is this possible?

3. Read Genesis 8:1. What is the significance of the word “re-
membered”? (See Genesis 6:18) How does this give us hope?
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4. Read Genesis 9:14-15. By providing the rainbow, God allows 
us to see his instrument of justice and wrath (the clouds), and 
to not be afraid but instead be reminded of his mercy. How has 
he done this with the cross? Can you think of other events or 
stories in the Bible where God reveals his love for his people 
through judgment? 

5. Read Isaiah 54:9-10 and 2 Peter 3:10-13. What is our hope to 
endure the day of the Lord? What (who) is our “ark” or place 
of safety?
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W  R A
I  G MN

GENESIS 12-17, ROMANS 4, GALATIANS 3, HEBREWS 11, REVELATION 5, 7

Abraham: The Snake Crusher Blesses

Week Three
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Day 1

READ GENESIS 12:1-9, GENESIS 17:1-21
Focus verses: Genesis 12:1-3

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your 
kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

P
Father, I thank you for Abraham and for the faith you gave him. 

Open my heart and strengthen my faith that I may be as trusting and 
willing to go into unforeseen territory when you call me. You fulfilled 
the covenant given to Abraham to bring about nations, kings, and ul-
timately Jesus, and I am encouraged and reminded of your promises 
and faithfulness to me. I pray I will surrender any doubts and fears to 
you that I may be bold, will be used to do great things, and will bring 
glory to your name! Amen.

Day 2

READ ROMANS 4
Focus verses: Romans 4:9, 11, 16

Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the 
uncircumcised? … He received the sign of circumcision as a 
seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 
uncircumcised. … �at is why it depends on faith, in order that 
the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his off-
spring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one 
who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. 

P
Lord, help me truly see and know you for who you are and what 

you have done for me through your precious Son. I realize and ac-
knowledge I am nothing and there is no good in me apart from you. 
I have no reason to boast in my own works. I praise you and stand in 
awe knowing that my debt has been paid and that my sins will not be 
counted against me as I stand in Jesus’ righteousness. Such amazing 
love and immeasurable grace you have for me! May I rest in these 



29

WEEK THREE
A: T S C B

beautiful truths and find my delight in you. It is in your name I pray. 
Amen.

Day 3

READ GALATIANS 3
Focus verses: Galatians 3:13-14

Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming 
a curse for us — for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who 
is hanged on a tree” — so that in Christ Jesus the blessing 
of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might 
receive the promised Spirit through faith.

P
Almighty Father, you are so good to me! Allow me to comprehend 

the weight of my sin so that I might better appreciate the inheritance 
you graciously give in return. I am no longer bound by law, but through 
my faith in Jesus Christ I have been given eternal life with you. Oh, 
what a glorious thought! When my faith is weak, as it often can be, 
I cry out as the man in Mark (9:24) did, saying, “Help my unbelief!” 
Grow, strengthen, and deepen my faith in you. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Day 4

READ HEBREWS 11
Focus verses: Hebrews 11:8-12

By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a 
place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he went to live 
in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with 
Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. For he 
was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God. By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she 
considered him faithful who had promised. �erefore from one 
man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many 
as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains 
of sand by the seashore.
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P
God, what great faith and obedience Abraham and Sarah dis-

played. At times it is difficult for me to understand why you have 
called me to something, what you’re doing, and how you will fulfill 
your promises. Give me steady faith so I can rest in the assurance that 
you have never failed and your plan for me is perfect. What a beauti-
ful picture you paint of Abraham’s descendants being more numerous 
than the stars and grains of sand. You know me well and I am precious 
to you! Let your love for me propel me to live in faith, fully surrender-
ing my life to you. Amen.

Day 5

READ REVELATION 5 AND 7
Focus verses: Revelation 5:9-12

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, and you have made them 
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.” �en I looked, and I heard around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing!” 

P
Father in Heaven, worthy is the Lamb who was slain for me and 

every believer! Blessing and honor and glory and praise forever! I am 
eternally grateful for your infinite love and grace and the gift of Jesus 
Christ. I eagerly await the day there will be no more hunger and thirst, 
where every tear will be wiped from my eyes. Come, Lord Jesus, come. 
Lord, until that day, may I be your faithful servant here living out your 
will for my life and teaching others about your love and grace. In your 
Son’s precious name, Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Read Genesis 3:15 and Genesis 12:1-3. What are the similar-

ities between these two promises? How does God’s covenant 
in Genesis 12 build on the promise of Genesis 3, and what is it 
pointing toward?

2. Read Romans 4:18-21. Describe Abraham’s ability to fulfill the 
covenant and become “a father of many nations.” What is the 
relationship between Abraham’s strength of faith and his abili-
ty to do what God had promised to accomplish? 

3. Read Galatians 3:8. is verse says the gospel was preached 
when old, childless Abraham was told, “In you shall all the na-
tions be blessed.” How is this the gospel? What does the gospel 
tell us about man’s effort and God’s ability? How is this good 
news for us?
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4. Read Genesis 22:8, Hebrews 11:1 and 11:17-19. What was the 
source of Abraham’s faith? How was it related to what he had 
already seen and how was it related to what he had not yet seen? 

5. Read Genesis 17:9-14 and Revelation 7:4-12. In light of God’s 
commands to Abraham, how is it that “a great multitude from 
every nation”—who have not observed the covenant through 
circumcision—are standing before the throne as recipients of 
the covenant promise of salvation? What is the human role in 
the covenant, and what is God’s role? (See Revelation 7:10)



#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK3

"...you shall be the father of a multitude of nations"

Genesis 17:4
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GENESIS 22, ISAIAH 53, JOHN 1:29-FF., 1 PETER 1:13-21, REVELATION 5

Isaac: The Snake Crusher Takes Our Place

Week Four
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Day 1

READ GENESIS 22:1-18
Focus verses: Genesis 22:7-8 

And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he 
said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the 
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham 
said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offer-
ing, my son.” So they went both of them together. 

P
All-knowing, all-seeing God of infinite wisdom, you demanded 

of Abraham the greatest sacrifice he could give—his beloved son, the 
fulfillment of your promise to him. Father God, from whom all good 
and perfect gifts come, you revealed your divine purpose and kindness 
when he trusted you completely, that you desire life for your people 
and not death. You provided a substitute for Isaac, and, through him, 
you provided the greatest sacrifice you could have made—your Son, 
Jesus, our atonement for sin. Help my mind comprehend the enormity 
of your provision and my heart to overflow with gratitude. 

Day 2

READ ISAIAH 53
Focus verses: Isaiah 53:3-6

He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced 
for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon 
him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his 
wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned—every one—to his own way; and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

P
Our Healer, Redeemer, and Mediator, Jesus, you knew rejection, 

sorrow, and grief that we might know God’s adoption, joy, and com-
fort. You were pierced, crushed, and burdened by our sin so we might 
be healed, established, and freed from slavery to the lies of the Serpent. 
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Jesus, you are the promised one, the righteous one; by your atoning 
sacrifice in my place, I am counted righteous. Keep me from going my 
own way. Let your sacrifice for me be ever on my mind that I may be 
steeped in your love, generosity, and humility. 

Day 3

READ JOHN 1:29-49
Focus verses: John 1:29, 45

�e next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!...
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him 
of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus 
of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

P
Jesus, Son of God, Son of Man, Teacher, the one of whom the 

Law and the Prophets wrote, King of Israel, the Promised Messiah, 
one without sin, you alone are the Lamb of God able to take away the 
sins of the world. Have mercy on us, Lord! In humility, we consider the 
charges of sin against us. In joy and awe, we think on your death in our 
place. You are our Redeemer! You took our place; help us meditate on 
your perfect and costly sacrifice to provide salvation for all who believe.

Day 4

READ 1 PETER 1:13-21
Focus verses: 1 Peter 1:18-21

Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile ways inher-
ited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as 
silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that 
of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the 
last times for the sake of you who through him are believers 
in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in God.

P
Father God, judge us not as ignorant enemies but according to 

Jesus’ life and death in our place. Let our mouths never cease to tell of 
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Jesus and how His precious blood ransomed us from darkness. Jesus, 
your death has brought us life and enabled our ignorant minds to be 
sober and ready for action. Your sacrifice in our place exchanged our 
futile ways for your holiness and hope. You, God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead, are worthy of all our faith. As we behold the Lamb’s 
payment on our behalf, let our hearts be moved to obedience, our 
mouths to praise, and our minds to your will. 

Day 5

READ REVELATION 5
Focus verses: Revelation 5:9-12

And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take 
the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and 
language and people and nation, and you have made them 
a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on 
the earth.” �en I looked, and I heard around the throne and 
the living creatures and the elders the voice of many angels, 
numbering myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands, 
saying with a loud voice, “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, 
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor 
and glory and blessing!”

P
Jesus, by your blood you ransomed people for God from every 

tribe and language and people and nation. �ere will be unending 
praise for all you have done and all that you are. 

You are: 
Worthy—obedient to the point of death, Son of God
Lion of the tribe of Judah, Conqueror—defeater of sin, who ran-

somed your people
Root of David—promised king
Spotless Lamb of God who was slain—without sin, fully God, 

fully man, the perfect sacrifice who takes away the sin of the world
Lord, help my mind and heart picture Jesus, the worthy Lamb of 

God, and worship Him. 
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Study Questions
1. Read Genesis 22:8. What events in Abraham’s life enabled him 

to have the absolute trust in God to give the response he did to 
Isaac? (See also Genesis 15:1-6, 17:15-20).

2. Answer the following.

a. What did the Jews expect the Messiah’s coming 
to look like? (See John 12:12-18, Matthew 16:21-
22)

b. According to Isaiah 53, what was God’s plan for 
the Messiah’s coming?

c. Why is the difference good news for us?



The Story Of The Snake Crusher

42

3. Read John 1:29-49. In these verses, everyone mentioned sees 
Jesus, expressing their awe and wonder to him and about him. 
What motivates these men to witness to others about Jesus? 
How might their actions and reactions change the way we view 
witnessing to others?

4. 1 Peter 1:13-17 gives the command to be “holy in all your con-
duct.” How do verses 18-21 empower us to pursue holiness?

5. Read Revelation 5:1-14. What words or phrases from this pas-
sage describe worship in the presence of the Lamb? How might 
this passage prompt us to pray and worship?



#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK4
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GENESIS 37-45, HEBREWS 11

Joseph: The Snake Crusher Forgives

Week Five
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Day 1

READ GENESIS 37, HEBREWS 11:22
Focus verses: Genesis 37:23-24

So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him of his 
robe, the robe of many colors that he wore. And they took him 
and threw him into a pit. 

P
Father, as we look at Joseph’s life, we are reminded of the power of 

your purpose and the foresight of your magnificent plans. It is such a 
comfort to remember that before you spoke the world into existence, 
you had already ordained and established your perfect design for the 
restoration of mankind. We can see in Joseph a stunning glimpse of 
your Son, a suffering Savior, a beautiful foreshadowing of the redemp-
tion you set in motion long before we were formed. �ank you, Lord, 
for this reminder of your sovereignty even when we can’t see your plan!

Day 2

READ GENESIS 39 AND 40
Focus verses: Genesis 39:20-23 

And Joseph’s master took him and put him into the prison, 
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined, and he was 
there in prison. But the Lord was with Joseph and showed him 
steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of 
the prison. And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge 
of all the prisoners who were in the prison. Whatever was 
done there, he was the one who did it. �e keeper of the prison 
paid no attention to anything that was in Joseph’s charge, be-
cause the Lord was with him. And whatever he did, the Lord 
made it succeed.

P
Lord, we often question our circumstances and the places you have 

us. Help us, Father, in those moments to remember Joseph’s obedience 
to your divine plans. Just as Joseph continued to trust you as he lin-
gered in prison and remained faithful where you placed him, give us 
the faith to trust you and be faithful where we are. Just as Jesus prayed, 
”Not my will, but yours be done,” may we surrender our plans and lives 
to you, knowing that your way is always the best way. We praise you for 
transforming our prisons of despair into instruments of your salvation!
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Day 3

READ GENESIS 41
Focus verses: Genesis 41:50-52

Before the year of famine came, two sons were born to Joseph. 
Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera priest of On, bore them to 
him.  Joseph called the name of the firstborn Manasseh. “For,” 
he said, “God has made me forget all my hardship and all my 
father’s house.” �e name of the second he called Ephraim, 
“For God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.”

P
Lord, we see the unfolding of your plan as things begin to come 

clear for Joseph. What a blessed confirmation of the purpose behind 
his suffering it must have been as he began to see the thread of your 
design in all he had undergone! Every pang of betrayal, every hurt, 
and every lonely moment of despair had been for this. Here we see 
the promise made to Abraham years before to bless the whole earth 
through him beginning to come to fruition. Because of this deliver-
ance, we later received the complete fulfillment of those words in your 
Son. We praise you, Lord, for your perfect salvation!

Day 4

READ GENESIS 42 AND 43
Focus verses: Genesis 43:33-34

And they sat before him, the firstborn according to his birth-
right and the youngest according to his youth. And the men 
looked at one another in amazement. Portions were taken 
to them from Joseph’s table, but Benjamin’s portion was five 
times as much as any of theirs. And they drank and were 
merry with him.

P
Lord, what a powerful picture of your grace and forgiveness! As 

we see Joseph experience the crushing grief of meeting his brothers 
again, reliving their betrayal, and then, despite it all,  welcoming them 
to his table, we are reminded of our Savior’s great mercy to us. �ough 
we were your enemies, you sent your beloved Son to suffer as no one 
ever has before or since. In great love, Jesus welcomes us to him, invit-
ing us to dine with him, dwell with him, and be forever restored as his 



The Story Of The Snake Crusher

50

family. Lord, help us never forget where we have come from as we sit 
by your side.

Day 5

READ GENESIS 44 AND 45
Focus verses: Genesis 45:4-8

So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And 
they came near. And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom 
you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed or angry 
with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me 
before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land 
these two years, and there are yet five years in which there will 
be neither plowing nor harvest. And God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for 
you many survivors. So it was not you who sent me here, but 
God. 

P
Father, at the close of this passage, we see you setting the stage 

for the coming of the greater Joseph, Jesus, who will defeat forever the 
curse of sin and death that came on us at the Fall. You established your 
people in Egypt, preparing to make a great nation out of Abraham’s 
children, just as you promised. �is ensured that one day, a child could 
be born in the line of Abraham who would crush the head of the ser-
pent and deliver us. God, we praise you as the master storyteller, the 
author of our salvation, and the sender of the Snake Crusher!
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Study Questions
1. Looking at the events of Joseph’s life and how he related to 

others, what parallels or foreshadowings of Jesus’s life do you 
see? How does Joseph’s story help us understand Jesus? How is 
Jesus a “better Joseph”? 

2. Read Genesis 50:22-26 and Hebrews 11:22. In what did Jo-
seph place his faith? What was he looking forward to? 

3. Read Exodus 13:19 and Luke 1:68. How did God fulfill Jo-
seph’s faith in these verses?
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4. Read Hebrews 11:13-16 and 11:22, then John 14:1-3 and 
Revelation 21:1-4. In what ways have we already “received the 
things promised”? In what ways are we living by faith just as 
Joseph did; what are we still waiting for? 

5. Read Genesis 45:4-8. How does Joseph express faith in this 
passage? What is the relationship between what Joseph has al-
ready seen in his life, and his “conviction of things not seen”? 
(Hebrews 11:1)



So Joseph said to his brothers,   
"...do not be distressed or angry with yourselves

       because you sold me here,

For God sent me before you to preserve life."     

Genesis 45:4-5

And Jesus said, "Father, forgive them,   
 for they know not what they do."     

Luke 23:34

#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK5
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EXODUS 32-34, HEBREWS 11:23-28

Moses: The Snake Crusher Leads

Week Six
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Day 1

READ EXODUS 32:1-14
Focus verses: Exodus 32:7-8

And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, 
whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupt-
ed themselves. �ey have turned aside quickly out of the way 
that I commanded them. �ey have made for themselves a 
golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, 
‘�ese are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 
land of Egypt!’”

P
Oh Lord, I may not physically mold a calf out of gold, but how 

many times has my heart made idols out of earthly treasures? At times 
when you feel distant, I have slipped into finding comfort, protection, 
and value in the people and things that surround me, that culture tells 
me I need. I deserve for your wrath to burn against me and consume 
me. Instead, you shower me with complete mercy. You love me when 
I don’t love you back and you don’t give up on me even when I have 
turned my back on you. �ank you for your mercy, Lord, that is new 
every morning.

Day 2

READ EXODUS 32:15-35
Focus verses: Exodus 32:21-24

And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you 
that you have brought such a great sin upon them?” And Aar-
on said, “Let not the anger of my lord burn hot. You know the 
people, that they are set on evil. For they said to me, ‘Make us 
gods who shall go before us. As for this Moses, the man who 
brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what 
has become of him.’ So I said to them, ‘Let any who have gold 
take it off.’ So they gave it to me, and I threw it into the fire, 
and out came this calf.”

P
Just like typical disobedient children, Lord, I often invent excuses 

to justify and reason with my sin and idolatry. I worship myself, my se-
curity, power, and control. Yet, each fail me. Each failure is a  reminder 
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that you alone are worthy and faithful. Every disappointment is a con-
sequence of my sin and a sign of your faithfulness to discipline me 
as your child. I rejoice that you’ve atoned for my sins once and for all 
through the cross of Christ. Your wrath was poured out on Jesus that I 
might experience your mercy. Give me a heart that worships you only, 
with gratitude and joy.

Day 3

READ EXODUS 33:1-6, 12-23
Focus verses: Exodus 33:15-17

And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do 
not bring us up from here. For how shall it be known that I 
have found favor in your sight, I and your people? Is it not in 
your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your people, 
from every other people on the face of the earth?” And the 
LORD said to Moses, “�is very thing that you have spoken I 
will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I know you 
by name.”

P
Moses recognized what I need to remember every morning. �ere 

are a lot of obstacles and adventures ahead of me today. Grant me the 
faith to believe your presence is with me wherever I go. �ank you I 
never have to face any of life’s challenges alone because you promised 
to never leave me or forsake me. Sometimes I convince myself I can do 
it on my own, that I am strong and brave and powerful. But, without 
you, I am none of these things. You alone are my strength. I need you, 
Lord. Today and every day, I need you. 

Day 4

READ EXODUS 34:1-14, 29-35
Focus verse: Exodus 34:29

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two 
tablets of the testimony in his hand as he came down from the 
mountain, Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone 
because he had been talking with God.
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P
Lord, I praise you for being merciful and gracious, abounding in 

love and slow to anger. �ank you for the covenant you made with your 
people, and for not giving up on them even when they rebelled against 
you. I thank you that you are a jealous God who loves me unceasingly 
and refuses to give me up. I pray I would keep my eyes fixed on you 
constantly, with my mind resting firmly in your Word, and that in 
doing so, my face would be radiant so all would know you are with me 
and recognize your power. I pray my entire life will be a reflection of 
your glory and awesomeness.

Day 5

READ HEBREWS 11:23-28
Focus verses: Hebrews 11:26-28

He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith 
he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he 
endured as seeing him who is invisible. By faith he kept the 
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the 
firstborn might not touch them.

P
Life is full of reasons to be afraid. I fear loneliness, insignificance, 

failure, insecurity, the future, death, and even snakes. But you, Lord, 
are the Snake Crusher. Your presence is with me always and I have no 
reason to fear. When I am afraid, may I remember your protecting and 
guiding hand in the life of Moses and have faith. Just like him, I will 
encounter trials of many kinds. Whether I am restless and fearful, or 
peaceful and faithful, your plan will endure. I pray I will choose faith 
over fear every time.
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Study Questions
1. In Exodus 32:1, the Israelites had Aaron create a golden calf to 

worship. Why did they do this and how could they have known 
it was wrong? (See Exodus 20:1-5, 18-24; 24:1-8; 32:1-4)

2. Read Exodus 32:7-35. �roughout this passage, how does God 
show the people both his justice and his mercy?

a. Justice -

b. Mercy -

3. In Exodus 33:17, God tells Moses “I know you by name.” What 
is the difference between us knowing God and him knowing 
us? (See Galatians 4:9, 1 Corinthians 8:2-3, 13:9-12)
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4. God passes by Moses in Exodus 34:5-8. Write the words the 
Lord uses to describe himself to Moses. What do these words 
reveal about God’s character?

5. Moses lived a life filled with dangerous adventure according to 
the will and purpose of God. Read Hebrews 11:6, 23-29. Why 
did Moses choose to follow God into such peril?



"...Depart; Go up from here, you and the people
whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt."

Exodus 33:1

#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK6
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LEVITICUS 16, HEBREWS 8-10

Day of Atonement: The Snake Crusher Cleans

Week Seven
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Day 1

READ DEUTERONOMY 5:1-5, DEUTERONOMY 6:20-25, DEUTERONOMY 7:6-
16, HEBREWS 8:1-13

Focus verses: Deuteronomy 5:1, Hebrews 8:6-7
And Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “Hear, O 
Israel, the statutes and the rules that I speak in your hearing 
today, and you shall learn them and be careful to do them.”

But as it is, Christ has obtained a ministry that is as much 
more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates is 
better, since it is enacted on better promises. For if that first 
covenant had been faultless, there would have been no occa-
sion to look for a second.

P
Yahweh, like the nation of Israel, I have no hope of perfectly 

keeping your law. Like Israel, I am disobedient, unclean, and deserve 
judgment. Like Israel, I need rescue and cleansing from the sin that 
enslaves me. Your standard of holiness is too high for me to grasp, but 
now, Christ is come. My hope is now the finished work of my perfect 
priest who gave himself, once for all, to fulfill your promise to save. My 
payment for sin is finished in Christ. I am righteous. I can rest...may I 
rest in the kept promises of you, my covenant-keeping God.

Day 2

READ LEVITICUS 16:1-6, 11-14; HEBREWS 1:3, 4:14-5:6, HEBREWS 7:23-28
Focus verses: Hebrews 7:26-28

For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high 
priest, holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and 
exalted above the heavens. He has no need, like those high 
priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then 
for those of the people, since he did this once for all when he 
offered up himself. For the law appoints men in their weak-
ness as high priests, but the word of the oath, which came 
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect 
forever.
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P
May we be increasingly confident in our hope, O God, for it is 

built on nothing less than the blood and righteousness of Jesus, who, 
being perfect, required no other sacrifice on his own behalf. May we 
rejoice in being fully known: our sin, our griefs, our lives. Lord Jesus, 
you are our perfect high priest, seated forever at the King’s right hand, 
having finished, once for all, the offering of your spotless life, which 
is our cleansing, our assurance, and our entrance to the throne room 
of God.

Day 3

READ LEVITICUS 16:15-19, HEBREWS 9:1-26
Focus verses: Hebrews 9:22-24

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of 
sins. �us it was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things 
to be purified with these rites, but the heavenly things them-
selves with better sacrifices than these. For Christ has entered, 
not into holy places made with hands, which are copies of the 
true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the pres-
ence of God on our behalf.

P
From an altar made with human hands to the throne room of God 

himself, you have made a way for us. Instead of lampstands, the very 
Light of Heaven has come near to show us the way. Instead of water 
and fire, smoking incense, and figures of gold to signal your presence, 
you make your dwelling both among and within your people. Praise 
God! We are yours and are in your presence forever through the fin-
ished work of Christ.

Day 4

READ LEVITICUS 16:7-10, 20-28; HEBREWS 9:24-10:18
Focus verses: Hebrews 10:14-18

For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who 
are being sanctified.

And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,
“�is is the covenant that I will make with them
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after those days, declares the Lord:
I will put my laws on their hearts,

and write them on their minds,”
then he adds,
“I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.”

Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any 
offering for sin.

P
Merciful God, for Israel, you provided a way for your people to be 

clean by obeying the law. However, because neither they nor we could 
accomplish this, you’ve torn the curtain down by tearing the flesh of 
your Son. By his wounds we are finally healed. His blood is not like 
that of animals, but has once and for all accomplished the cleansing 
work. His perfect life and sacrificial death was the necessary price to 
atone for our sin. Merciful Father, you willingly paid what was re-
quired, sealed us for eternity, and wrote your word on our hearts. Now 
we are yours. Hallelujah!

Day 5

READ LEVITICUS 16:29-34, MATTHEW 27:50-54, HEBREWS 10:16-11:2
Focus verses: Hebrews 10:19-23

�erefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy 
places by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us 
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies 
washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.

P
Hallelujah! It is finished. All that was needed to provide my salva-

tion, you provided. So fix my eyes heavenward, Lord, that I might gaze 
upon my perfect high priest who knows my sin, who willingly gave his 
purest blood to clean me, and whose torn flesh tore down what divided 
me from the throne room of the King himself, so that you might keep 
the promise you made. Now I am clean. Now the snake is crushed 
beneath the pierced heel of Jesus. Hallelujah!
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Study Questions
1. Using the chart below, compare the old covenant un-

der Moses and the new covenant made through Jesus.
Old Covenant New Covenant

Where are the laws 
written?

(Exodus 24:7) (Hebrews 8:10)

Where does the 
high priest reside 
and do his work?

(Exodus 25:8-9, 22) (Hebrews 8:1-2)

What kind of sacri-
fices does the high 
priest make?

(Leviticus 1:4, 2:1, 3:1, 
4:3, 5:6)

(Hebrews 10:12-14)

What are our re-
sponsibilities in the 
covenant?

(Deuteronomy 7:12) (Ephesians 2:8-9)

Who is the recipient 
of the covenant?

(Deuteronomy 6:3, 
7:6-8)

(Ephesians 2:11-19)
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2. Read Exodus 25:17-22. Once a year, the high priest entered the 
Most Holy Place where the ark of the covenant was kept. Who 
did the priests meet with in the Most Holy Place? How often 
does Jesus as our High Priest enter the true Most Holy Place?

3. Answer the following.

a. Read Hebrews 9:9-10. Why are the “regulations 
for the body” not enough to to “make the wor-
shiper perfect in conscience”?

b. According to Hebrews 9:14, what will cleanse 
your conscience?
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4. Read Leviticus 16:8-10 and 20-22. What was a scapegoat? 
What was its purpose?

5. Hebrews 9:23-26 says that the tabernacle was a copy of the 
heavenly places. How does Hebrews 7:23-28 show that the 
former high priests were copies of Jesus, our true High Priest?





#
S

N
A

K
E

C
R

U
S

H
E

R
W

E
E

K
7

"H
e 
ha
s 
no
 

ne
ed
, 
lik
e 

th
os
e 
hi
gh
 

pr
ie
st
s,
 t
o 

of
fe
r 
sa
cr
ifi
ce
s 

da
ily
, 
fir
st
 f
or
 

hi
s 
ow
n 
si
ns
 

an
d 
th
en
 f
or
 

th
os
e 
of
 

pe
op
le
, 
si
nc
e 

he
 d
id
 t
hi
s 

on
ce
 f
or
 a
ll 

wh
en
 h
e

of
fe
re
d 
up
 

hi
m
se
lf.
"

H
eb
re
ws
 7

:2
7





77

Notes



78



79

W  C D
I  E MN

1 SAMUEL 16, 2 SAMUEL 7, EZEKIEL 34, ACTS 2

David: The Snake Crusher Rules

Week Eight



The Story Of The Snake Crusher

80

Day 1

READ 1 SAMUEL 16:7
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. 
For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.”

ISAIAH 53:3
He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their 
faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

P
Lord, our hearts are wicked. �ank you for replacing our hearts of 

stone with hearts of flesh.  �ank you for the gift of Christ’s righteous-
ness. When you look on us, you see the righteousness of Jesus. We 
come to you with nothing, our outer works nothing but dirty rags in 
your sight. Teach us to reflect your gifts of grace in how we treat others. 
When we are given an opportunity to help those in need, help us obey 
you rather than our own fallible judgement. �ank you for your Son, 
whom we have the ability to embrace because of your Spirit now in us. 
In your Holy Name, Amen.

Day 2

READ 2 SAMUEL 7:18-29
Focus verses: 2 Samuel 7:18, 21-22

�en King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, 
“Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have 
brought me thus far? … Because of your promise, and accord-
ing to your own heart, you have brought about all this great-
ness, to make your servant know it. �erefore you are great, 
O Lord God. For there is none like you, and there is no God 
besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears.” 

P
Who are we, God, that you have brought us thus far? You would 

have been glorified in your justice had you ended existence with Adam, 
yet by your grace, you have saved us. Furthermore, because of the death 
your Son died in our place, we have been adopted into your family, we 
have a seat at your table, and we share in the inheritance of your king-
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dom. Undeserving as we are, give us the faith and courage to approach 
your throne and pray to you with confident humility. �ank you, Lord. 
Amen.

Day 3

READ EZEKIEL 34:22-24, JOHN 10:11-16
Focus verses: John 10:14-16

“I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know 
me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I 
lay down my life for the sheep. And I have other sheep that are 
not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.”

P
Lord, we are but wandering sheep, lost and fearful. We need you 

and the sound of your voice to lead us to safety. �ank you, God, for 
caring for your sheep and not abandoning us to the wolves. �ank you 
for incorporating us into your flock, adopting us into your fold. Never 
again need we fear shame, hunger, or death. You are our God and we 
are your people. We receive this by the power of your Spirit, by your 
Son’s death on the cross. Amen.

Day 4

READ ACTS 2:22-36
Focus verses: Acts 2:29-32

“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patri-
arch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is 
with us to this day. Being therefore a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one 
of his descendants on his throne, he foresaw and spoke about 
the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to 
Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. �is Jesus God raised 
up, and of that we all are witnesses.”

P
From before creation, through the fall, and through your servant 

David, you promised a Savior for your people. Everything has been 
preordained, and you have been and continue to be glorified now and 
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through eternity. �ank you for sending your Son to die on the cross 
in our place. We serve a risen king who did not see corruption and 
who sits at your right hand. Let us rejoice in your sovereignty and our 
salvation. Amen.

Day 5

READ PSALM 110:1,5; REVELATION 19:11-16 
Focus verses: Psalm 110:1,5 

�e Lord says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make 
your enemies your footstool.”…�e Lord is at your right hand; 
he will shatter kings on the day of his wrath.

P
God, we are forever grateful for our salvation and the power of 

your Spirit at work in us every day, making us more like your Son 
through sanctification. But Lord, we long for the day this world will 
pass away and these corrupted bodies will be replaced by incorruptible 
ones. We yearn for justice, to see your enemies crushed for all time, 
and for the ushering in of a new heaven and new earth. Come quickly 
Lord, that the wolves might never threaten and your sheep might nev-
er taste death again. Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Read 1 Samuel 16:7. According to Acts 13:22, what does God 

see in David that will make him a great king?

2. David was a shepherd who took his job very seriously. Read 1 
Samuel 17:34-37. What had David done to protect his sheep? 
How do you think this attitude and early training carried over 
into the way he fulfilled his duties as king?
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3. Read 2 Samuel 7:8-16.

a. What are some of the ways the Lord has blessed 
David?

b. How will the Lord continue to bless David’s fam-
ily in the future?
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4. How is Jesus greater than David?

a. Luke 6:1-5

b. Acts 2:29-36

5. Read Ezekiel 34:1-6, 25-31 and John 10:1-16. How does Jesus 
fulfill the promise of a better shepherd?





#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK8

The Ruler of Kings
On Earth

Jesus Christ

Revelation 1:5
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1 KINGS 5-8, 1 PETER 2:1-13

Temple: The Snake Crusher Dwells

Week Nine
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Day 1

READ 1 KINGS 5
Focus verses: 1 Kings 5:7-8

As soon as Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he rejoiced 
greatly and said, “Blessed be the Lord this day, who has given 
to David a wise son to be over this great people.” And Hiram 
sent to Solomon, saying, “I have heard the message that you 
have sent to me. I am ready to do all you desire in the matter 
of cedar and cypress timber.” 

P
God, Hiram was eager to equip Solomon to build your temple. 

Please grant us generous hearts so we may joyfully give of ourselves 
to build your kingdom. Grant us the patience, kindness, and resources 
to help train leaders for the next generation. �ank you for our cur-
rent leaders. Remind us to show gratitude to our supporters, mentors, 
and leaders. �ank you for your wisdom which we can find in your 
Word and through prayer. Make us more dependent on your wisdom 
for both our everyday and once-in-a-lifetime decisions. �ank you for 
that beautiful dependence. Amen.

Day 2

READ 1 KINGS 6
Focus verses: 1 Kings 6:11-13

Now the word of the Lord came to Solomon, “Concerning 
this house that you are building, if you will walk in my statutes 
and obey my rules and keep all my commandments and walk 
in them, then I will establish my word with you, which I spoke 
to David your father. And I will dwell among the children of 
Israel and will not forsake my people Israel.”

P
Lord, may we always seek your will for our lives. �ank you for 

giving us the Holy Spirit and your Word to guide us. Give us a desire 
to obey you so we might be established with you forever. When we 
wander away from your commands, remind us of the peace and joy 
that only comes from you, grant us repentant hearts, and draw us back 
to you. When we are seeking your will for our lives, grant us patience 
and trust to wait for your timing, resources, and plans. When we are 
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following your plans, bind our hearts even closer to you with praise. 
�ank you for your guiding hand. Amen.

Day 3

READ 1 KINGS 7
Focus verse: 1 Kings 7:51

�us all the work that King Solomon did on the house of the 
Lord was finished. And Solomon brought in the things that 
David his father had dedicated, the silver, the gold, and the 
vessels, and stored them in the treasuries of the house of the 
Lord.

P
Father, help us trust your timing. You form beginnings, pace mid-

dles, and close ends. Just as David did not see the finished temple, 
sometimes we do not see the fulfillment of our hopes, dreams, and 
plans. O Lord, show your beautiful wisdom in these moments when 
we must depend on your map for our lives. When we experience the 
starts, bumps, and stops in our pursuit of your perfect plans for our life, 
grant us peace. �ank you for your grace when we wander. �ank you 
for your timing. Amen.

Day 4

READ 1 KINGS 8
Focus verses: 1 Kings 8:56-58

“Blessed be the Lord who has given rest to his people Israel, 
according to all that he promised. Not one word has failed of 
all his good promise, which he spoke by Moses his servant. 
�e Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers. May 
he not leave us or forsake us, that he may incline our hearts to 
him, to walk in all his ways and to keep his commandments, 
his statutes, and his rules, which he commanded our fathers.”

P
�ank you, O Lord, for your promises. Just as they endure 

throughout all time, strengthen our faith in them to last through the 
rough times and the golden times. �ank you, Father, for your constant 
forgiveness and love toward those who seek and obey you. Sometimes 
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obedience seems difficult or almost impossible. Please, strengthen us 
during these times so we will continue to follow you. May we be a peo-
ple devoted to your will. �ank you for always knowing what is best for 
us even though we often do not know. Amen.

Day 5

READ 1 PETER 2:1-13
Focus verses: 1 Peter 2:4-6

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in 
the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like 
living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am 
laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and 
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

P
Jesus, you truly are the cornerstone. When we are tempted to wan-

der away from you, remind us that our spiritual foundation completely 
depends on you. Form us into a bold people who declare your excellen-
cies to one another and the world. Make us a beautiful display of your 
glory and grace in our communities where people may not know you. 
�ank you for your grace in making us your children. Father, thank 
you for continuing to guide and forgive us even when we sin. �ank 
you. Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Read 1 Kings 6:11-13 and Deuteronomy 12:11-14. What was 

the purpose for the temple?

2. Read 1 Corinthians 3:16, Ephesians 2:19-22, and 1 Peter 2:5. 
Where does God dwell and accept sacrifices today? What 
makes that possible?
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3. Read 1 Kings 8:27-45.

a. What were the implications of God dwelling in 
the temple for the Hebrew people?

b. How do those implications apply to believers to-
day?
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4. Read 1 Kings 5:17, 7:9-11, and 1 Peter 2:4-8. Use the chart be-
low to compare the stones used in God’s physical and spiritual 
temples.

Physical Spiritual
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5. Answer the following.

a. Read 1 Kings 8:12-21. Who was divinely chosen 
and why?

b. Read 1 Peter 2:9-12. Who is divinely chosen and 
why?
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BOOK OF ESTHER, MATTHEW 26:36-46, JOHN 10

Esther: The Snake Crusher Sacrifices

Week Ten
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Day 1

READ ESTHER 1-2:18, ROMANS 8:28
Focus verses: Esther 2:15-17

When the turn came for Esther the daughter of Abihail the 
uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his own daughter, to 
go in to the king, she asked for nothing except what Hegai the 
king’s eunuch, who had charge of the women, advised. Now 
Esther was winning favor in the eyes of all who saw her. And 
when Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus...the king loved 
Esther more than all the women, and she won grace and favor 
in his sight more than all the virgins, so that he set the royal 
crown on her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.

P
Dear Lord, you are a loving father and always trustworthy. We 

confess we like to control our lives, both our daily tasks and long-range 
plans. Esther was an exiled Jewish orphan who was taken to be part 
of the king’s harem. Although we cannot know for sure how she felt 
about these events in her life, we admit we easily walk through our 
days without acknowledging you are in control and are working all 
things together for good for those who love you. We pray you would 
give us grateful hearts and open our eyes to how we might bring you 
glory in whatever circumstances we find ourselves facing today.

Day 2

READ ESTHER 3
Focus verses: Esther 3:5-6

And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down 
or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. But he 
disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone. So, as they had 
made known to him the people of Mordecai, Haman sought 
to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the 
whole kingdom of Ahasuerus.

P
Father, thank you for Mordecai’s example of quiet obedience to 

you; he would not bow before Haman but only bowed down to you, 
Lord. We humbly ask that you give us strength to stand when tri-
als shake our faith and threaten our status, careers, relationships, or 
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maybe even our lives. We pray for our brothers and sisters around the 
world who are being persecuted because they follow Jesus. We ask they 
might be strengthened and encouraged as they walk the road before 
them, and that we might all be faithful to obey you in times of distress. 

Day 3

READ ESTHER 4, MATTHEW 26:36-46
Focus verses: Esther 4:15-16, Matthew 26:36,39

�en Esther told them to reply to Mordecai, “Go, gather all 
the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my behalf, 
and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my 
young women will also fast as you do. �en I will go to the 
king, though it is against the law, and if I perish, I perish.”

�en Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and 
he said to his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and 
pray.”...And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, 
saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”

P
Father, we confess we are often filled with hesitation when we look 

at the path to which you have called us. Just as Esther felt helpless 
about approaching the king, we sometimes focus on the impossibilities 
we see in situations. �ank you that she submitted to Mordecai and 
chose to risk her life to save her people from destruction. Similarly, 
Jesus’ humanity was displayed as he prayed in the garden of Gethse-
mane, yet in perfect obedience he submitted to your will, Father. By 
dying on the cross he saved his people from eternal destruction. We 
praise you for this amazing gift of mercy and grace!

Day 4

READ ESTHER 5:1-8, 7:1-6, 8:3-6; JOHN 10:7-18
Focus verses: Esther 8:3-6

�en Esther spoke again to the king. She fell at his feet and 
wept and pleaded with him to avert the evil plan of Haman 
the Agagite and the plot that he had devised against the Jews. 
When the king held out the golden scepter to Esther, Esther 
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rose and stood before the king. And she said, “If it please the 
king, and if I have found favor in his sight, and if the thing 
seems right before the king, and I am pleasing in his eyes, let 
an order be written to revoke the letters devised by Haman the 
Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, which he wrote to destroy 
the Jews who are in all the provinces of the king. For how can 
I bear to see the calamity that is coming to my people? Or 
how can I bear to see the destruction of my kindred?”

P
Dear Lord, thank you for people who willingly risk their lives to 

serve others, selflessly putting aside their own welfare to help those 
who cannot help themselves. �ank you for Esther, who risked her 
life to save her people. We are eternally grateful for Jesus who, like a 
shepherd watching over, leading, and protecting his sheep, willingly 
sacrificed his life to save us. We are humbled by your sacrificial love for 
us. Give us boldness to be part of your mission to rescue and redeem a 
people of your own.

Day 5

READ ESTHER 8:3-17, ESTHER 9:1-2
Focus verses: Esther 8:7-8

�en King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to Mordecai 
the Jew, “Behold, I have given Esther the house of Haman, and 
they have hanged him on the gallows, because he intended to 
lay hands on the Jews. But you may write as you please with 
regard to the Jews, in the name of the king, and seal it with the 
king’s ring, for an edict written in the name of the king and 
sealed with the king’s ring cannot be revoked.”

P
Lord, the Jews survived because of Esther’s willingness to ap-

proach the king and request they not be destroyed. We confess that 
praise can be difficult when our prayers are not immediately answered 
in the way we feel is best. Strengthen us to be faithful to go where you 
call us to go and do what you call us to do, regardless of whether we see 
fruit come from our small part in your grand, eternal mission. Give us 
peace to trust you with the outcomes of our prayers and joyful hearts 
of praise as we faithfully follow you, Lord.
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Study Questions
1. According to Esther 1:10-18, what had Queen Vashti done and 

why did it cause such an extreme reaction from the king and his 
advisors?

2. In Esther 3:1-6, when one man did not bow to him, Haman 
the Agagite responded by vowing to destroy the man’s entire 
people group. What is the history between the Agagites (Ama-
lekites) and the Jews that might have prompted this kind of ex-
treme reaction? (See Exodus 17:8-16, Deuteronomy 25:17-19, 
1 Samuel 15.)

3. Keeping in mind the tendency to extreme reactions that char-
acterized the king and his advisors, what was remarkable about 
Esther’s decision to approach the king without an invitation 
in Esther 4:11-16? What response can we expect when we ap-
proach the throne of God? (See Hebrews 4:14-16)
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4. �e Bible is filled with those who intercede on behalf of their 
people. What similarities in actions and words do you see in the 
intercessory prayers quoted in Ezra 9:3-15, Nehemiah 1:4-11, 
and Daniel 9:3-19?

5. Esther offered her life to save her people. Compare and con-
trast her sacrifice with the ultimate sacrifice of Christ. (See 
John 10:17-18, Matthew 26:36-44)
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MICAH 5, ISAIAH 9,  JEREMIAH 33, 1 PETER 1:10-12

Prophets: The Snake Crusher Comes

Week Eleven
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Day 1

MICAH 5:1-5A
Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid 
against us; with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the 
cheek. But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to 
be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me 
one who is to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from of 
old, from ancient days. �erefore he shall give them up until 
the time when she who is in labor has given birth; then the 
rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel.  And he 
shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. And he shall be their peace.

LUKE 1:32-33
“He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. 
And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.”

P
God, you take what is unworthy and make it worthy. You choose 

times and people and places for your glory, and often we don’t know 
why, but we know you and we know your word proves you trust-
worthy. Father, you fulfilled Old Testament prophecies about your Son 
through his life, death, and resurrection, and we look forward to when 
all is finally realized at his second coming. Because of this, we dwell 
secure in you. You will reign forever and your kingdom will have no 
end. Help us rest in that promise. We need rest and we need peace. 
Help us find that in you.  

Day 2

READ ISAIAH 9:2-7
Focus verse: Isaiah 9:7

Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be 
no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to es-
tablish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
from this time forth and forevermore. �e zeal of the Lord of 
hosts will do this.
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P
We praise you, Lord, that we who have walked in darkness have 

seen a great light, that you sent Christ Jesus to reign over us, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end. Help us trust in who you are. You 
are our Wonderful Counselor, our Mighty God, our Everlasting Fa-
ther, and our Prince of Peace. Nothing—not circumstances, not others’ 
rejection of you, and not our limited view of you—can end your rule. 
Help us rest in this. You have established your kingdom by your power; 
it will never end.

Day 3

READ JEREMIAH 33
Focus verses: Jeremiah 33:20-22

“�us says the Lord: If you can break my covenant with the 
day and my covenant with the night, so that day and night will 
not come at their appointed time, then also my covenant with 
David my servant may be broken, so that he shall not have a 
son to reign on his throne, and my covenant with the Levitical 
priests my ministers. As the host of heaven cannot be num-
bered and the sands of the sea cannot be measured, so I will 
multiply the offspring of David my servant, and the Levitical 
priests who minister to me.” 

P
Lord, we confess there are times we take our eyes off you and place 

them on our circumstances, focusing on our own feelings and doubts 
rather than trusting your word. Sometimes we wonder how such ter-
rible things can occur in a world where you are completely sovereign. 
It can seem as if you are not on your throne. �ank you for giving us 
your word to teach us you are in control even when our eyes can’t see it! 
What a gracious reminder that we can be confident in your reign and 
rule over everything! You are our righteousness, you are trustworthy, 
you are on your throne. Help us remember that. Amen.
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Day 4

READ 1 PETER 1:10-12
Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about 
the grace that was to be yours searched and inquired carefully, 
inquiring what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them 
was indicating when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and 
the subsequent glories. It was revealed to them that they were 
serving not themselves but you, in the things that have now 
been announced to you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven, things into 
which angels long to look.

HEBREWS 1:1-2
Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our 
fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world. 

P
�ank you for your prophets, Lord. �ank you for speaking to 

your people thousands of years ago and that those prophets were faith-
ful to record what you said. �ank you that you wanted your people to 
recognize Jesus when he came to earth. �ank you for showing your-
self in control of every detail of human history. Christ’s suffering was 
not outside your control; it was planned from eternity past to redeem 
your people. �ank you for being a God who wants to be known. Give 
us an increased desire to know you. We love you. Amen.  

Day 5

READ LUKE 24:44-48
�en he said to them, “�ese are my words that I spoke to 
you while I was still with you, that everything written about 
me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms 
must be fulfilled.” �en he opened their minds to understand 
the Scriptures, and said to them, “�us it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 
and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be pro-
claimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
You are witnesses of these things.”
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P
We are your witnesses. You have opened our minds to see you 

throughout the Scriptures. Jesus, your story is not merely contained 
in the Gospels. Rather, it is woven throughout the whole of Scripture 
and it continues to this day, actively changing lives through the power 
of the gospel. �at is amazing! Help us proclaim the forgiveness of 
sins you give to those who repent and trust in you. Open the minds of 
the people around us to the truth found in the Bible. Give us strength 
to be your witnesses in the world. We love you and want to make you 
known. Amen.
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Study Questions
1. Answer the following.

a. Read Matthew 2:1-12. On the chart below, state 
how each group of people responded to the fulfill-
ment of Micah’s prophecy of the Messiah’s birth 
in Bethlehem. Give possible reasons for each re-
sponse.

People Response Reasons
King Herod and 
all Jerusalem

Chief priests and 
scribes 

Wise men

b. How do those responses mirror common re-
sponses to Jesus today? 
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2. Read Matthew 4:12-17. List all the many reasons you can find 
in this passage for why Jesus went to live in Capernaum. (See 
Isaiah 9:1-2)

3. Answer the following.

a. Read Jeremiah 33:15-18. What two leadership 
positions did God promise to once again estab-
lish?

b. According to the following passages, how did Je-
sus perfectly fulfill each position?

I. Luke 1:32-33

II. Hebrews 7:23-27
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4. Read 1 Peter 1:10-12.  What can we gain from the prophets’ 
example about learning and speaking about the grace found in 
Christ?

5. Read Luke 24:44-45. What is the only way we can understand 
what God says about Jesus in the Scriptures? How can we put 
ourselves in a position for Jesus to open our minds and fill it 
with his truth?



#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK11
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MATTHEW 1, GALATIANS 4

The Snake Crusher is Born

Week Twelve
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Day 1

READ MATTHEW 1:1-17
Focus verse: Matthew 1:17

So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen 
generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon 
fourteen generations, and from the deportation to Babylon to 
the Christ fourteen generations.

P
Father God, as I read over the names in the chosen lineage of 

your Son Jesus, I must admit my mind drifts. Help me focus on the 
birth of your Son and see how the grand story of redemption intersects 
with my realities of daily living. �e people who are named here—you 
knew them, you loved them, you chose them. Like me, they were mere 
mortals, undeserving of your presence. I am in awe that you chose and 
still choose to use the ordinary to accomplish the extraordinary. �ank 
you for using this murky, miry mess that is humanity to fulfill your 
redemptive purposes as we take the gospel to our neighbors and the 
nations!

Day 2

READ MATTHEW 1:18-25
Focus verses: Matthew 1:22-23

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the 
prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel” (which means, God with 
us).

P
Father God, all that we know to be beauty and greatness, you cre-

ated. From the breathtakingly large to the intricately miniscule, your 
glory and craftsmanship are on display for all the world to see and dis-
cover. Yet, when you descended to earth to walk with us, you cloaked 
yourself in the most humble circumstances. How precious is your love 
to the humble that you came not as nobility, but as a baby of lowly 
status to be accessible to all.
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Day 3

READ GALATIANS 3:27-4:7
Focus verses: Galatians 3:27-28

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ. �ere is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave 
nor free, there is no male and female, for you are all one in 
Christ Jesus.

P
Lord Jesus, we are incredibly grateful that you have saved us from 

slavery to sin and the powers of darkness. We are fulfilled by the work 
you provide us to do in your kingdom, not as hired hands to earn 
wages, but as heirs who have been given an inheritance. Bring us to 
maturity so that we might wisely steward and enjoy our inheritance. 
Our minds are blown away that you call us your own children and that 
we get to call you, “Abba! Father!” We love and adore you, Daddy.

Day 4

READ GALATIANS 4:8-11
Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to 
those that by nature are not gods. But now that you have come 
to know God, or rather to be known by God, how can you 
turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary princi-
ples of the world, whose slaves you want to be once more? You 
observe days and months and seasons and years! I am afraid I 
may have labored over you in vain.

P
O merciful God, you have freed us from so much yet we continue 

to run back to the weak and worthless principles of this world. Remind 
us we are freed from the legalistic demands of cultural righteousness. 
Teach us to enjoy every day as holy before you. Compel us to resist the 
hubbub. Convict us for pursuing new and sparkly and glamorous and 
“better than last year” experiences. Stop us from wasting the resources 
with which you have blessed us. Lead us away from the idolatry of do-
ing good just so we appear to be good. Cause us to cherish the message 
of the gospel.
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Day 5

READ GALATIANS 4:12-21 
Focus verses: Galatians 4:13-14

You know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached 
the gospel to you at first, and though my condition was a trial 
to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but received me as an 
angel of God, as Christ Jesus.

P
Holy God, thank you so much that throughout all of human his-

tory, you have relentlessly pursued us. You have sent prophets, judges, 
writers, musicians, teachers, preachers, pastors, parents, and grandpar-
ents to speak into our lives. Forgive us when we flippantly dismiss their 
messages of hope and calls to repentance. We beg you to stir our hearts 
to hear your voice in your messengers, no matter how frail, boring, 
offensive, or confrontational we think they may be. Ultimately, help us 
know how desperately we need the healing words you give us through 
your servants.
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Study Questions
1. Answer the following.

a. Read the following Scriptures and describe some 
of the ancestors in Jesus’ geneaology:

Abraham (Genesis 12:10-20)

Rahab ( Joshua 2:1)

David (2 Samuel 11:1-16)

b. What does this reveal about the people God 
chooses to use in his plans?

2. Read Matthew 1:18-21 and Luke 1:26-38. What are possible 
reasons God chose Joseph and Mary to parent his Son while he 
was on this earth?
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3. What name and title is assigned to the son born to Mary in 
Matthew 1:16?

a. According to Matthew 1:21, what is significant 
about that name?

b. According to Matthew 16:15-16,  what is signifi-
cant about that title?
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4. What title is given Jesus in Matthew 1:23? According to John 
1:12-18, what is significant about this title?

5. Read Galatians 4:4-7. When and why was Jesus born? How 
can that encourage us when God’s timing seems really off?





#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK12

"For unto you is born this day in the city of David

 a Savior, who is Christ the Lord."
Luke 2:11
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MATTHEW 4, LUKE 4, 1 CORINTHIANS 10:1-13

The Snake Crusher Lives
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Day 1

MATTHEW 4:1
�en Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be 
tempted by the devil.

MATTHEW 4:4
But he answered, “It is written,” ‘Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

LUKE 4:1
And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan 
and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness

P
Abba, Father, temptation can be defined as an influence that can 

lead people into sin and the strongest temptations seem to come from 
things I feel like I need or deserve. Father, these things present them-
selves daily and without remorse. �ank you for the reminders that my 
Savior was tempted by fleshly desires and Satan himself. When I feel 
displaced, unable, and beaten down, thank you for reminding me my 
Savior is big enough to carry those temptations even when I feel the 
burden is too heavy. May I continually recognize that I am not alone 
and no temptation is bigger or stronger than you. Amen.

Day 2

MATTHEW 4:6-7
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself 
down, for it is written,”’He will command his angels concern-
ing you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you 
strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is 
written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’”

1 CORINTHIANS 10: 9-11
 We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and 
were destroyed by serpents, nor grumble, as some of them did 
and were destroyed by the Destroyer. Now these things hap-
pened to them as an example, but they were written down for 
our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.
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P
Father, how often do I test you? How often do I not give you the 

praise you deserve? How often do I try to barter and bargain my way 
into your favor? Father, forgive me for these sins. Forgive me for those 
times I believe I have something to offer to persuade your will toward 
what I think I need instead of what your will is for me. Remind me, 
Father, that your will is for my good and your glory. Stir my heart to 
learn from the examples you provide in your word. Amen.

Day 3

MATTHEW 4:9-11
And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall 
down and worship me.” �en Jesus said to him, “Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written,”’You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.’” �en the devil left him, and 
behold, angels came and were ministering to him.

JAMES 4:7-8
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to 
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, 
you double-minded.

P
Savior, help me to turn from temptation as you did. You were of-

fered the world at your fingertips, but you clung to your Father and 
resisted the temptation in front of you. We are called to draw near to 
you and we are promised that you will draw near to us. God, I come to 
you asking for the cleansing you promise in your word, the cleansing 
that will purify our hearts and cause Satan to flee from us. Allow me 
to cling fast to the cross when the temptations that are too big for me 
dig into my heart and mind. Amen. 

Day 4

MATTHEW 4:18-22
While walking by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Immediately 
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they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there 
he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John 
his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending 
their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left the boat 
and their father and followed him.

MARK 1:17-18
And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you 
become fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets 
and followed him.

P
Father, I often feel inadequate, like I should just do the safe thing, 

like I should just stick with what I know. You call me to such bigger 
things than safe. You call me to be a fisher of men; you call me to make 
disciples in your name. You call me to follow you immediately and 
without question. �ere are times I feel your presence and your call, 
but I shrivel, because I think it’s too big for me. Remind me that it 
is too big for me, but nothing is too big for you. Help me follow you 
immediately and without question. Amen. 

Day 5

1 CORINTHIANS 10:12-13
�erefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest 
he fall. No temptation has overtaken you that is not common 
to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted be-
yond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide 
the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.

DANIEL 3:17
If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from 
the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your 
hand, O king.

P
Father, I often find myself “stuck” in a temptation. And when I 

look for a way of escape, I expect lightning to strike or something 
supernatural to happen, but it never happens that way. Allow me to 
realize that the way of escape is often very normal.  �e time the phone 
rings or the internet won’t connect or I pass a police officer. Sometimes 
these small things are your provisions of escape from my temptation. 
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Allow me to take those ways of escape that you provide for me instead 
of fighting them and giving in to the temptation. Allow me to be de-
livered. Amen.
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Study Questions
1.  Answer the following.

a. Read 1 John 2:16. Identify three basic areas of 
temptation.

I. 

II. 

III. 

b. Read Matthew 4:1-11. State the specific way the 
devil tempted Jesus in each area you listed above.

I. 

II. 

III. 
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2. Answer the following.

a. Read Hebrews 4:15. How is Jesus like us and not 
like us?

b. Read Luke 4:1-13. Why would Jesus have been 
particularly vulnerable to temptation at that 
point in his life? How was he victorious over 
temptation?

3. Read James 4:6-8. What weapons do believers have in their ar-
senal to make the devil run away?
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4. Read Mark 1:14-20. Why did it take great faith and courage 
for these men to follow Jesus?

5. Read 1 Corinthians 10:1-13. According to verses 6 and ll, what 
is one of the many things God provides to help us resist temp-
tation? What examples from your life (positive or negative) 
motivate you to say “no” to sin?



#SNAKECRUSHERWEEK13

You shall worship
the Lord your God,

and him only
shall you serve.

...man shall not live
by bread alone...

...you shall not put
the Lord your God

to the test

Matthew 4:1-11

It is
written:
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Day 1

MATTHEW 27:11-14
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked 
him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said 
so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, 
he gave no answer. �en Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear 
how many things they testify against you?” But he gave him no 
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was 
greatly amazed.

P
You were falsely charged, Jesus, and yet you gave no defense. You 

remained silent. You could have presented more evidence or performed 
more miracles, but you remained silent. You gave no answer to every 
false charge. For three years, you presented yourself as the prophesied 
Messiah, but cold, selfish hearts rejected you. �ere was nothing left to 
say. Nothing else you needed to prove. �ank you, Jesus, for showing 
us that a life of truth doesn’t need to be defended.

Day 2

MATTHEW 27:27-31
�en the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the gov-
ernor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion 
before him. And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on 
his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before 
him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And 
they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the 
head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of 
the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to 
crucify him.

 P
Precious Lord Jesus, my heart breaks when I think of the agony 

you bore for my sin. You were beaten, mocked, and humiliated. You 
should have been worshiped, loved, and served as God incarnate, but 
instead you were tortured. You are not only the King of the Jews, you 
are the King of Kings and Lord of Lords! In spite of this, you endured 
the worst possible treatment and you did it for me! You knew me be-
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fore I was even born and you paid this price for the sin you knew I 
would commit. �ank you, Jesus.

Day 3

MATTHEW 27:50-54
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his 
spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were 
split. �e tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the 
saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the 
tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and 
appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were 
with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and 
what took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this 
was the Son of God!”

P
You stayed silent against false accusations, but Jesus, I recognize 

that this scene was not silent. At the moment you gave up your spirit, 
you made it crystal clear who you were. You tore the curtain of the 
temple, changing forever how I can relate to you. You shook the earth, 
split rocks, opened tombs, and raised people from the dead! Your death 
paid the penalty only you could pay. Your love is limitless and your 
sacrifice is immeasurable. You alone are God! In this moment, I give 
you all praise, honor, and glory.

Day 4

2 CORINTHIANS 5:5-10
He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has 
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. So we are always of good 
courage. We know that while we are at home in the body we 
are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not by sight. Yes, 
we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the 
body and at home with the Lord. So whether we are at home 
or away, we make it our aim to please him. For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may 
receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether 
good or evil.
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P
Lord, I want to be of good courage, trusting you and walking by 

faith. Help me not to focus on myself, my situations, or my perils, but 
focus instead on pleasing you, walking with you, loving you, serving 
you, and worshiping you in the midst of those situations and perils. 
�ank you for giving me the Spirit. �ank you for giving me a promise 
that you are in complete control, that you know what is best, and that 
you work all things together for my good. I love you, Lord. I need you, 
I praise you, and I glorify your name.

Day 5

2 CORINTHIANS 5:17-21
�erefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. �e old 
has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from 
God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave 
us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was 
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses 
against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconcilia-
tion. �erefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making 
his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be 
reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who 
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteous-
ness of God.

P
Jesus, you are perfect! Your perfect righteousness and sacrificial 

death paid the ransom for my sin. Your resurrection testifies you are 
Lord of Life. I have been made holy through your act of mercy and 
grace. �ank you for reconciling me, bringing me back into a right 
relationship with you, and giving me new life. Father, remind me of 
the power I have as a reconciled child of God and use me as a fearless 
ambassador to share your message of reconciliation with the world.



153

WEEK FOURTEEN
T S C D

Study Questions
1. Read Isaiah 53:7. Why did Jesus not answer the charges of the 

religious leaders in Matthew 27:11-14?

2. On the cross, Jesus cried out the words that begin Psalm 22. 
Read Psalm 22. In what ways did the psalmist foreshadow and 
prophesy Jesus’ death?

3. Read Leviticus 16:1-17. What does this reveal about the sig-
nificance of the temple curtain being torn following Jesus’ 
death in Matthew 27:51?
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4. Define reconcile. How does reconcile describe Jesus’ sacrifice 
and the effect it had on the relationship between God and man?

5. �e gospel involves a two-way spiritual transaction between 
Jesus and those he saves. Read 2 Corinthians 5:21.

a. What did Jesus take?

b. What do believers receive?
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"He said, ‘It is finished,’ and he bowed his head
  and gave up

       his spirit."
John 19:30
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Day 1 

READ LUKE 24:1-12 AND 1 CORINTHIANS 15:50-52
Focus verses: Luke 24:5-7

And as they were frightened and bowed their faces to the 
ground, the men said to them, “Why do you seek the living 
among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how 
he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man 
must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be cruci-
fied and on the third day rise.”

P
Christ, our Lord, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom 

and knowledge, you have revealed yourself to us by faith, the mystery 
hidden for ages. Oh, the beauty of the mystery of the resurrection! 
What the world sees as nonsense, you have given to us as a sure prom-
ise. I ask that my heart and mind would leave behind skepticism and 
humbly bow before you in great joy and reverence.

Day 2

READ HEBREW 2:14-15, ROMANS 7:24-25A, 1 CORINTHIANS 15:16-22
Focus verses: 1 Corinthians 15:20-22

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits 
of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, 
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive.

P
Lord, my God, I confess that I have no hope apart from you. I 

confess I have been enslaved to my fear of death and the loss it brings. 
You have taken pity on me and have borne the weakness of my flesh, 
bringing it into submission to death, even by your death on a cross! 
You have defeated death, so that all, even me, who have hoped in your 
name, might take hold of the promise of freedom from death. Because 
you were raised, I have an everlasting hope, to the praise of your glo-
rious grace!
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Day 3

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:35-38, 42-45 AND 2 CORINTHIANS 3:18
Focus verse: 2 Corinthians 3:18

And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the 
Lord, are being transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who 
is the Spirit.

P
By faith, I behold you, Lord! Transform me into your image as I 

cling to the truth that what is sown perishable will be raised imperish-
able. Don’t let me be given over to foolish speculations in an attempt 
to explain a profound mystery. By faith, I believe that Jesus, who was 
made for a time a little lower than the angels, was raised imperishable. 
By faith, I hold to the promise that as he was raised, so shall those who 
hope in him be raised. How great is your steadfast love toward us!

Day 4

MATTHEW 28:5-9
But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know 
that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he 
has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. �en go 
quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, 
and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will 
see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from 
the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they 
came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 

P
Lord, as I think on the power that raised you from the dead, how 

can I not tremble? But you have invited me to step out of fear, draw 
near, bow down, and take hold of your feet in worship. I am only a jar 
of clay into which you have poured your immeasurable love. Worthy 
are you, O Lamb of God, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing, for you were slain, and 
by your blood, you ransomed people for God!
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Day 5

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:55-57, ROMANS 8:32-39, REVELATION 1:4-6
Focus verses: Romans 8:32-34

He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who 
died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.

P
My God, my everlasting hope, conqueror of sin, death, and the 

grave, you have gone before me, the firstborn from the dead, that I 
might by your Spirit walk in the way you lead. Who is to condemn 
me? You have died—more than that! You were raised and now inter-
cede for all who hope in you. Intercede for me even now as I offer my 
prayer to you. Grant your servant boldness firmly rooted in the good 
news that you have been raised and will come again to claim your own!
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Study Questions
1. Read Luke 24:36-45. What does it take for the disciples to be-

lieve that Jesus was truly resurrected? What do you believe it 
takes for people to believe today?

2. In 1 Corinthians 15:12-17, Paul uses depressing terms, like 
vain, futile, perished, and pitied, to hypothetically describe 
what the Christian life would be like if the resurrection didn’t 
happen. Since Christ did rise, what terms should characterize 
believers’ lives?

3. Read 1 Corinthians 15:22 and 45-49. What are some ways Je-
sus is contrasted with Adam?
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4. How does 1 Corinthians 15:53-56 show Jesus counteracting 
the aspect of the curse that was issued in Genesis 3:19?

5. Paul returns to the idea of vanity and significance in 1 Corin-
thians 15:58. How does the resurrection of Jesus instill faith 
that a believers’ labor is not vain, even when one cannot always 
see immediate results?
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MATTHEW 28:16-20, ACTS 1:3-8, EPHESIANS 6:18-20, 2 TIMOTHY 2:1-2

The Snake Crusher Sends

Week Sixteen
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Day 1

MATTHEW 28:18-20
And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am 
with you always, to the end of the age.”

P
Precious, holy God, we are so thankful for your word and its prom-

ises. We are grateful you have promised to be with us always and that 
you are a God who keeps his promises. �ank you for your Son, Jesus, 
for his perfect life, his ministry, and, most of all, his death on the cross 
that satisfied the weighty debt of our sins. Help us be more like him. 
Give us strength and boldness to proclaim your name to the nations. 
Remind us daily that when we are weak, you are strong. We are grate-
ful you have gone before us and prepared good works in advance for 
us. In your Son’s holy name we pray, Amen.

Day 2

READ ACTS 1:3-8
Focus verse: Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

P
Good and gracious God, only you have the power to transform 

enemies into disciples. We are grateful for your mercy and humbly ask 
to be used as instruments of your grace. Apart from your holy will, our 
efforts will never succeed. Disciple-making cannot be accomplished by 
our weak efforts or vain planning, but only through the power of your 
Holy Spirit. Your word commands us to wait on you and we ask you to 
fill us and lead us. We ask to be used as vessels of your grace and mercy, 
for the glory of your name now and forever. Amen.
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WEEK SIXTEEN
T S C S

Day 3

READ EPHESIANS 6:16-20
Focus verses: Ephesians 6:18b-20

To that end, keep alert with all perseverance, making supplica-
tion for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be given 
to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of 
the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may 
declare it boldly, as I ought to speak.

P
Father, thank you that you have promised to bear with us in all 

things and have equipped us with your Holy Spirit to walk through 
the trials and struggles of this fallen world. You are all-powerful and 
mighty to save. Help us go forth with boldness, proclaiming your gos-
pel to the ends of the earth. We thank you for using us to accomplish 
your good plan. We are grateful for any opportunity to boast of your 
goodness. We pray that in all things, your name might be glorified. It 
is only in the holy and perfect name of your Son, Jesus Christ, that we 
pray. Amen.    

Day 4

1 PETER 3:15-17
but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 
reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness 
and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are 
slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may 
be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that 
should be God’s will, than for doing evil.

P
Lord God, we thank you for your word. We praise you for the 

good work you have begun in us. We are so grateful that, through your 
Son, we are free from the power and penalty of our sin. Help us walk 
in a manner that is pleasing to you and grant us the boldness to defend 
our faith and proclaim your name. Make it our joy to share the reason 
for our hope. Give us eyes to see as you see. Use us as your hands and 
feet, to the glory of your good name. Amen. 
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Day 5

2 TIMOTHY 2:1-2
You then, my child, be strengthened by the grace that is in 
Christ Jesus, and what you have heard from me in the presence 
of many witnesses entrust to faithful men, who will be able to 
teach others also.

P
Almighty Father, thank you for your goodness and faithfulness. 

You are kind, just, and abounding in steadfast love. Help us trust your 
good plan. We ask that you strengthen us with your Holy Spirit, and 
we praise you for the good work you have begun in us. We are so grate-
ful for any opportunity to tell of your grace so help us to go and boldly 
proclaim the name of Jesus Christ all the days of our lives. We ask you 
to empower us to walk in your truth and to make our lives worthy of 
the high calling of Christ Jesus. Amen.
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WEEK SIXTEEN
T S C S

Study Questions
1. Matthew 28:16-20 is often referred to as �e Great Commis-

sion passage. One definition for the word commission is a task 
entrusted to one as an agent for another. What task(s) did Jesus 
entrust to his disciples in this passage?

2. Read Ephesians 6:18-20. How does Paul connect acts of prayer 
and evangelism in this passage? How can you pray with a mis-
sional intent?

3. In this same passage (Eph. 6:30), Paul calls himself an ambas-
sador for Christ. An ambassador represents his or her country 
while living in a foreign land. How is this title appropriate for 
all believers regardless of where they live?
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4. One author comments that the gospel came to us on the way to 
someone else.1 How is this reflected in of Paul’s encouragement 
and charge to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:1-2?

5. �rough Christ, disciples now take the good news of salvation 
to the world. How does the work of both Jesus and his disciples 
fulfill the ancient prophecy from Genesis 3:15 that Satan’s head 
would be crushed under the heel of man?

1 Robby Gallaty, Growing Up: How to Be a Disciple Who Makes Disciples (Bloomington, Indi-
ana: CrossBooks, 2013), p. xix.
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REVELATION 21-22, ROMANS 8:18-25, 1 CORINTHIANS 15

The Snake Crusher Returns

Week Seventeen
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Day 1

READ GENESIS 2:5-22 AND GENESIS 3:16-19
Focus verses: Genesis 2:18, 21-22

�en the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”...So the 
LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and 
while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with 
flesh. And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man.

P
Creator, you made man and woman in your image and declared 

them very good. You gave them each other, a place to live and work, 
and the responsibility to subdue and populate the earth. You pursued 
Adam and Eve even after they chose to sin against you. I want to re-
member how good you are to pursue me despite my rebellion. �ank 
you for your gracious pursuit and the hope I have in you alone.

Day 2

READ REVELATION 21:3-7, REVELATION 21:10-27, REVELATION 22:1-5
Focus verses: Revelation 21:3-5

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the 
dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
as their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and 
death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 
away.” And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I 
am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for 
these words are trustworthy and true.”

P
Father, thank you for giving me a glimpse of heaven and earth 

through the words of John. �ank you for rescuing me from rebellion, 
providing redemption, and one day returning to finally end the effects 
of the curse. �e promise that I will live in your light with no more 
pain or tears is staggering. Help me ponder and grasp the enormity of 
these truths, understanding the hope I have by the blood of Jesus and 
recognizing your goodness to provide for your children. 
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WEEK SEVENTEEN
T S C R

Day 3

READ ROMANS 8:18-25
Focus verses: Romans 8:18-19

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of 
the sons of God.

P
Father, today I cry out with all creation, longing to see your plan 

of salvation to its full completion through the removal of the curse 
and redemption of our bodies. I pray fear or anxiety will not hinder me 
from hoping in you. I am a child of the King and my current situation 
or struggle does not define me or my worth. Let me use heavenly scales 
of truth and righteousness to properly weigh my suffering against the 
hope of glory you have placed before me.

Day 4

READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15
Focus verses: 1 Corinthians 15:51-53

Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the 
last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perish-
able body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body 
must put on immortality.

P
God, thank you for the gospel and its power over sin and death. 

�ank you for sending Jesus as a better Adam, a life-giving spirit, to 
pay for my sins. �ank you that I will bear the image of this righteous 
Jesus who was sown into the ground like a seed only to rise again in 
power and immortality. I pray you will empower me to be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord. When I get 
discouraged or tired, remind me none of my labor in the Lord is in 
vain.
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Day 5

READ REVELATION 22:6-21
Focus verses: Revelation 22:16-17

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these 
things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of 
David, the bright morning star.” �e Spirit and the Bride say, 
“Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the 
one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water 
of life without price.

P
God, use me today to share the gospel. Let me clearly see the 

urgency of being part of a gospel-centered people and the necessity of 
being on mission with my brothers and sisters. As I drink the water of 
life without price, let me share that water with others, realizing that 
the gospel has the power to change their eternal destiny. Come Lord 
Jesus!
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WEEK SEVENTEEN
T S C R

Study Questions
1. Read 1 Corinthians 15:35-49. Look at this week’s artwork and 

contrast the left and right sides. What are some differences be-
tween the two? In the chart below, write down sins you struggle 
with compared to who you are in Christ.

2. Refer again to 1 Corinthians 15:35-49.  On the chart below, 
write down sins you struggle with compared to who you are in 
Christ.

My Sins Identity in Christ
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3. Read Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:16-17. If you were to 
put your current afflictions on one side of a scale and the glories 
to come on the other, which side would be heavier? How must 
that change the way believers look at suffering?

4. Read the mighty promises found in Revelation 21:3-4. How 
will these future realities counteract aspects of the curse found 
in Genesis 3:16-19?

5. e first book of the Bible, Genesis, introduces Satan into the 
biblical narrative as an active and cunning enemy to God’s peo-
ple. How does the last book of the Bible, specifically Revela-
tion 20:10-11, climatically reveal Jesus as the victorious Snake 
Crusher?
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"Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth"
Revelation 21:1
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